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Navigating the Maze:
Government Benefits
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Importance of SNT Administration

AProperlyHeld Assets + SSI
and Medicaid Eligibility

Amproperly Administered?
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ALoss of Quality of Life
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SNT Trustee Duties

APublic Benefit Rules ar8NTAdministration
AAdministration and Different Types of SNTs
ABest Practices for Distributions
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Navigating Government Benefits Maze

ANeedsBased Benefits
AEntitlement Benefits
ASliding Scale Fee Benef
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Eligibility Criteria
. Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
¢ NeedsBased

¢ US Resident
¢ Countable vs. Nefountable Assets

A$735 Monthly in 2017
@ 1/3 reduction amount: $245
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Eligibility Criteria
ASocial Security Disability
Income (SSDI) THE AMERICAN FAMILY
ABenefit Based On: , |
¢@ Contributions paid to SSA!
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" THE WIDOW OF A QUALIFIED
’ WORKER]WILL RECEIVE MONTHLY
BENEFITS AT AGE 65. IN CERTAIN
CASES, [AN AGED DEPENDENT

PARENT MAY GET BENEFITS.

FletcherTilton.com



FletcherTilton..

Eligibility Criteria
Childhood Disability Benefits (CDB)*
A Eligibility:

- Person With a Disabillity,

- Onset Prior to Age 22
AND

- Parent Covered by Social Security Who
has Died, Retired, or Become Disabled

A NOT NeedBased

*Also known as Disabled Adult Child (DAC) Benefits
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Types of Public Benefit Programs

[ [ \ . .
NeedsBased Entitlement Sliding Scale Fee
Public Public Benefit Programs
Benefits Benefits
. ~ J Section 8\
' [ Veteran
[ Benefits
[ Fuel
4[ Ii/lxpéi_nd%d] [ Assistance
edical

Vocational
Rehabilitation Service
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Trustee Must Know:

A Will this Resource Affect Countable
Resources?

A Food/Shelter May Be Income
A Disqualifying Gift?

A Distribution Could Eliminate/Reduce
SS| Eligibility
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2017 SSI Calculatian
Unearned Income

Unearned Income* $400

Disregard First $20 ($ 20)
$380

Unearned income deducted $ for $

* SSDI, gifts, dividends, interest, distributions from trust, child support

FletcherTilton.com




FletcherTilton..

Attorneys at law

2017 SSI Calculatian
Unearned Income

Full SSI amount in 2017  $735
Unearned income ($380)

SSI check $355
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2017 SSI Calculatian
Earned Income

Earned income $400
Disregard first $20 ($20)
Disregard first $65 of Earned Income  ($65)

ImpairmentRelated Job Expenses ($250)

- Job Coach, Special Transportation,
Medication, Equipment, etc.

Countable $65

Earned income deducted $.50 on the dollar so $32.50 countable
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2017 SSI Calculatian
Earned Income

Full SSI amount in 2017 $735.00
15 countable ($32.50)
SSI check $702.50
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2017 SSDI Calculation

Unearned Income from SSDI $760
(DAC benefit)

Disregard first $20 ($20)
$740
$735

($740)
SSI = $0
Child Loses Medicaid!

EXCEPTION = Pickle Amendment
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PICKLE AMENDMENT

A Continue to have the benefits
of Medicaid coverage

A EVEN IBSDI goes over the
SSI| maximum
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Importance of
Supplemental Needs Trusts

Deficit Private
Reduction Act : Funds
l R l | of |
emoval o
State 53D & N1
Cutbacks CI\S/"rlﬁn?url\rlé ﬂ
Home Medicaid
Exemption Waiting List
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SSI/MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY

A Look back period Federal/State; DRA
- SS| =5 Year LoBlack

A Eliminate Crummey Powers (Older Trusts)

AMay Need to Redraft OBRA Trusts
- Especially Drafted 1993 to 2006

FletcherTilton.com




FletcherTilton..

Attorneys at law

SSA Rules on OBRA Trusts

Alnitial Funding
- Seed Money

ARules Prior to Reimbursement
- No Funerat MA Medicaid Enforcing
- Wrap Up = Taxes and Administration
- NOTEEarly Termination Rules
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SeltSettled Trusts After 1/1/2000

A Early Termination Issue
A Required Seed Money
A Credit Cards and Gift Certificates
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SeltSettled Trusts After 1/1/2000

A Purchase of Exempt Assets by Trust
A Judicial Action REQUIRED

A Court Authorization For:
- Transfer of Assets to Trust
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Affordable Care Act

. Avh. ZPATIENT PROTECTION
’I'N? o AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
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Affordable Care Act

A Obamacare

A Focus: Prevention

A Larger Pool Spreads Risk
A Non-Compliance Penalties
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