Follow-Up Survey: The Real Friends Project -Widening The Circle

Q1 Since the training have you (or the
person you support/care about) been more
optimistic about the opportunities for
relationships/friendships between people
with and without disabilities?
Answered: 57

Skipped: 0
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Total Respondents: 57

#

Please explain

Date

1

Staff has communicated with other staff and found out that there was someone he had said hi to everyday while
at his day program.

5/19/2015 8:17 PM

2

This is a brand new relationship.

5/11/2015 1:29 PM

3

seperate staff support from being a friend

5/7/2015 9:55 AM

4

I actually no longer work at a home that I was friendly with one of the ladies but often go by because she is my
friend and we have plans to meet monthly outside of her home

5/6/2015 3:53 PM

5

After participating in the train the trainer workshop Becky Christie authored a Friends training tailored for People
with Disabilities and their supporters to explore their communities in order to create relationships and possible
friendships. We have done two trainings which have been enthusiastically received and have been asked to do
more.

5/6/2015 2:11 PM

6

incorporated in my sons IEP, professionally coordinated a Friendship training

5/6/2015 2:03 PM

7

I try to promote this through our self-advocacy groups

5/6/2015 12:48 PM

8

our stubbling block is staff and clinical

5/6/2015 12:41 PM

9

logistics were not discussed - how does one just go and get a person from a group home and who covers liabiity
of driving such a person around

5/6/2015 11:35 AM

10

It's always a goal to create opportunities for friendships especially for those with limited opportunities to meet
new people.

5/6/2015 10:56 AM
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11

I was already optimistic and realistic, being very familiar with the ideas presented.

6/30/2014 9:43 AM

12

I have always encouraged friendships

6/29/2014 9:06 AM

13

Friendship cannot be taught. What I gained from the Friendship project is learning more about the barriers and
opportunities for individuals with developmental disabilities to connect with other community members. I am more
confident with having discussions with family and friends to help them recognize how they can also help
Jonathan develop friendships from less personal relationships he currently has.

6/27/2014 2:39 PM

14

Emphasis on real friendships only being between people with and without disabilities is discouraging

6/27/2014 1:30 PM

15

No Change

9/11/2013 6:56 PM

16

i have some one with disability going to a club on friday nights and they are meeting people with out disability

9/9/2013 8:55 PM

17

Info was helpful but didn't translate into change even with attempts learned at training

9/5/2013 1:35 PM

18

The desire for my son to leave social settings soon after arriving at events has decreased. We have talked about
meeting new people and giving time for opportunities to socialize.

9/4/2013 11:45 AM
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Q2 Since the training have you (or the
person you support/care about)
participated in any new activities that you
really like?
Answered: 57

Skipped: 0

Yes

No

Please explain
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Please explain

28.07%

16

Total Respondents: 57

#

Please explain

Date

1

They have gone over for dinner at this person's home.

5/19/2015 8:17 PM

2

Mainly work-related

5/11/2015 1:29 PM

3

Adaptive basketball

5/6/2015 9:17 PM

4

joined a bowling league

5/6/2015 5:51 PM

5

We've been working together with three self-advocates who are very excited about sharing their experiences and
knowledge during these trainings.

5/6/2015 2:11 PM

6

Assist self-advocates through the sel-advocacy groups.

5/6/2015 12:48 PM

7

we went to Battleship Cove in Fall River

5/6/2015 11:35 AM

8

I have recently begun supporting an individual and now that the weather is nicer, we are able to go out for walks.

5/6/2015 10:56 AM

9

Zumba

6/29/2014 9:06 AM

10

He's tried some new activities through Out and About group like yoga and pizza/movies. He volunteered (with
encouragement) to work backstage at his CYC church play during April vacation.

6/27/2014 7:40 PM

11

My son has in the past couple of years has built a relationship with several people, with and without disabilities.
We are paying attention to opportunities to build a stronger relationship with a couple of people that has great
potential of becoming a true friendship. As his Mom, I feel more comfortable going to community events with less
worry of rejection. *please note the word "less" :-)

6/27/2014 2:39 PM

12

Yes, but was not because of the training.

9/11/2013 6:56 PM
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13

He has socialized more with staff and roommate instead of always being in his room playing video games.

9/5/2013 8:52 PM

14

tried new activities

9/5/2013 1:35 PM

15

My son was one of the individuals selected to participate in the Friendship project under the Nemasket Group

9/4/2013 11:45 AM

16

tae kwon do

9/4/2013 11:26 AM
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Q3 Since the training have you (or the
person you support/care about) established
any new relationships/friendships?
Answered: 56

Skipped: 1

Yes

No

Please explain
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#

Please explain

Date

1

not yet, but foresee this happening

5/11/2015 1:29 PM

2

The trainers have enjoyed getting to know each other and learning from one another

5/6/2015 2:11 PM

3

strengthened friendships, identified roles, mindful of roles

5/6/2015 2:03 PM

4

I share the idea of establishing new relationships when the opportunity arises in the homes.

5/6/2015 12:48 PM

5

the person I care about lives in a group home and the guardian only allows limited access

5/6/2015 11:35 AM

6

Working on it, but with the challenges this individual has, it's difficult for her to make friends.

5/6/2015 10:56 AM

7

Possibly. It will take a long time to establish a relationship.

6/30/2014 9:43 AM

8

He's enjoyed time with a friend from his karate class. He works about 2-4 times a month with my cousin's
landscaping business. He enjoys working and sometimes calls my cousin to chat.

6/27/2014 7:40 PM

9

thourgh a recent move

6/27/2014 2:25 PM

10

too little time, too forced in a number of ways

6/27/2014 1:30 PM

11

Working on strengthening existing relationships between my daughter and her friends without disabilities.

9/17/2013 10:47 AM

12

new little friend

9/4/2013 11:26 AM
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Q4 If any new relationships/friendships
were established, were any between people
with and without disabilities?
Answered: 57

Skipped: 0

Yes

No

N/A

Please explain
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Total Respondents: 57

#

Please explain

Date

1

The friendship was made with people who have disabilities

5/19/2015 8:17 PM

2

not yet, but do foresee several opportunities in the coming months

5/11/2015 1:29 PM

3

Because of the shared experiences I think we all have become closer.

5/6/2015 2:11 PM

4

encouraging, laying groundwork

5/6/2015 2:03 PM

5

In my role as QA and Training Coord. I have little involvement in creating direct support to individuals. I often
read stories about the nice time our individuals supported in our agency and will compliment their staff,
managers, shared living providers. So I cannot provide specific feedback to new relationships being established.

5/6/2015 10:38 AM

6

2 layers of relationships:2 young men with disabilities with each other, and their 2 mothers

6/30/2014 9:43 AM

7

Met New friends at cookouts put on by others that live in the agency also

6/29/2014 9:06 AM

8

I'm a little unsure about peer aged friends w/o disabilities, but he does work alongside neurotypical kids in his
Automotive trade and academic classes. He feels closer to adults and some of his former teachers and
babysitters have kept in touch with him.

6/27/2014 7:40 PM

9

Not only have I met some people for the first time, I have also reconnected with friends who are familiar with my
son's vision. These are people with and without disabilities and all parties have expressed interest in getting
together. I will apply what I've take from the Friendship project to use these connections that could potentially
lead to valued friendships.

6/27/2014 2:39 PM
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10

both categories

9/18/2013 8:41 AM
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